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Wooden poles are fixed to the top of the wall and meet together to form a framework for the roof. The whole is covered with sheets of felt held in place by cords and ropes. The felt, cord, and ropes are made of the hair or wool obtained from the flocks. The women put up and take down the tents, while the men look after the animals. Inside the tents are beautiful rugs and carpets made of wool, and dishes of wood and leather.
When the family moves on to a fresh place the horses go first to get the richest grass. The cattle go next, and when they have had enough to eat, the sheep follow, and with their tiny mouths manage to get a good feed off grass that would have been too short for the big-mouthed animals. The horse is the most useful animal to the Kirghis, as, without it, it would be impossible to keep the flocks and herds from straying all over the plain and getting lost.
As there are so many animals, and as the grass often dries up in the hot summer, the different tribes each have certain parts of the country where they may take their flocks to feed. They can wander where they like as long as they keep to their own part of the country, but if one tribe wanders into the land belonging to another, there is fighting; the Khirgis is warrior as well as shepherd.
Each tribe needs a wide stretch of country to feed its many animals, and over this it